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an alliance with a Scottish neighbour which gave
pleasure to the whole circle of her relations.

During this autumn of opposition in 1885 no
hostile critic could accuse Rosebery of shirking his
share of the party burden. Besides the great Paisley
meeting,1 during October, November, and December
he addressed Liberal meetings at Reigate, Sheffield,
Slaithwaite, Wrexham, Bo'ness, the Scottish Liberal
Club, and Glasgow. Some of these speeches dealt
with Ireland or with foreign affairs, as has been
described, and in most of them the chord of Imperial
responsibility and Liberal Imperialism was firmly
touched. At Reigate (September 20th), something of
a Tory stronghold, he had the unusual experience of
speaking through a fire of interruptions. There was
much banter of the Government; but in the more
. serious passages of the speech, he preached against the
excessive hours of labour in some occupations which
trades unions could not protect. Girl dressmakers
were a notable instance of this; but the hours of
railwaymen, stretching sometimes to as many as
twenty, were a personal injustice and a public danger.
He was not much enamoured of socialism, but if it, or
any other "ism," would help, he would not disdain to
borrow from that science. The system sapped the life
of the men and, putting corporal punishment aside,
no greater sufferings existed under negro slavery.

Just a month later (October 20th), at Sheffield, he
developed this theme at greater length in that centre
of trades-unionism. After his former speech, he said,
he had been styled a coroneted socialist, but he had
never seen a coronet in his life, and doubted whether
the socialists would welcome him as a fellow-labourer,
but he firmly believed that the hours of railway
servants were a public scandal, and that there might
be a case for legislation assuming that trades-union
power was not effective. He compared the eight-
hour day he had seen in force in Australia. In view
of existing controversies, it is curious to note that,
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